Notes on Point of View

Point of view means the perspective of the story teller or narrator of a story.  A different point of view will be significant because the same event may be viewed differently by two different characters.  Stories, movies, and poems employ 4 basic points of view

First Person- When the narrator speaks from his/her perspective, using words like ‘I’, ‘we’, ‘us’.

Example:   I could not believe what was happening to me.  First, I awoke to a bloody nose and a headache; the next thing I knew, I was being visited by the police who wanted to ask me all sorts of questions about last night.
Second Person- When the narrator speaks directly to the audience, using ‘you’ or ‘we’

Example:   There’s no way back from a night like that, if you know what I mean.  You might remember a story like that in the paper last year.  The killer’s name was Olsen- don’t you remember?
Third Person/Limited Omniscient- refers to the main character as ‘he’ or ‘she’ and shows only what one character feels.  It is like a story told by a silent observer who gets to know the thoughts and feelings of one character.

Example:  This was his final chance.  He knew what could be done, whether or not he could depend on the help of his friend Tony.  His fear could not be stopped, but with careful planning, he could control it.
Omniscient-  reveals the minds, feelings, or thoughts of more than one character, perhaps all characters.  This point of view is often called the moving movie camera viewpoint; wherever the author wishes us to see we may see in great depth.

Example:  John was ready for a fight.  He knew it was coming.  It has been for some time now.  Rachael felt afraid of what John could do when he was so angry.  She had seen his temper before and thought it best to leave the area immediately.  Finally Mark entered with a sneer on his face.  ‘This was it’, he thought, staring at John.  He was excited to face his enemy and prove that he was indeed tough.
Objective- is a very rare point of view where the readers get inside no characters’ head; the only way thoughts are revealed are through dialogue and actions.

Example:  Larry came in the room.  Sarah came into the room.  Larry said hello.  So did Sarah.  “I’m hungry,” said Larry.  “Me too,” responded Sarah.  Then, both Sarah and Larry went to the mall to eat.
